BASMATI RICE IN JAMMU DIVISION

	Crop Status
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Basmati Rice is highly flavoured variety of superfine paddy grown in Sub-tropical area of the state namely R.S.Pura, Bishnah, Jammu, Akhnoor, Samba, Hiranagar and Kathua Tehsils of Jammu Division. Cultivation of Basmati Rice under diversified cropping system is ideally suitable due to its low water requirement and  very less attack of insect pests and disease. There is good scope for area expansion under Basmati crop. The cropping season extends from mid June to end of November (175 days). More than 100 mini shellers are functioning in the sub- tropical plains of Jammu, where Basmati is being cultivated on large scale. To increase the production of Basmati Rice in the state and generate more potential for export of the scented varieties of this crop is possible provided some  Central Export Agency like APEDA or some other Agri Export Organization in the public  or private sector extends its technical expertise in the formulation  of a project for development of and Agri. Export Zone with special reference to quality improvement to meet international standards for its export out side the country. The Department of Agriculture shall extends fullest possible cooperation to the export agency in this regard. This will not only help the local Basmati growers economically but  a Dollar earner for the J&K State. In order to promote basmati cultivation and to protect the farmers from the malpractices  of the middle men / miller and to give the maximum benefits to the  basmati growers the Government Jammu and Kashmir has  lifted  ban on the export of basmati rice vide SRO No. 268 dated. 31-8-2009.

	 Area & production


	S.

No

Name of the Distt

Area (000 Ha)

Production (000 Tonnes)

Yield in Qtls/Ha
1.

Jammu

26.091 

171.75

27.50

2. 

Samba

2.650

6.678

25.50

3.

Kathua

3.250

8.289

25.50

G.Total

31.991

86.797

27.13



	Varieties
	Local  Basmati & Basmati 370 are the most  popular varieties grown in the said areas of the state and are known for their cooking  quality and scented nature. These varieties have  a great potential for export. Other important varieties of Basmati Rice  are Puse Sugandha, Sanwal Basmati, Ranbir  Basmati , RR-564 , Pusa Basmati no.1 Pusa Basmati 1121 is a latest release [2008] finding preference  among the growers needs to be popularized in the Basmati  growing areas. This variety matures in about 135-140 days .This also fits well in the Rice-wheat –Pulses system .This Basmati matures 10-12 days earlier than other Basmati Varieties sown  in the Sub- Tropical areas Jammu Division.

	Seed Distributed (Qtls)


	S.

No

Variety

Kharif 2007

Kharif 2008

Kharif 2009

1.

Basmati 370

454.20

795.58

273.98

2.

Pusa Sugandha

--

--

0.20

3.

Sanwal Basmati

30.72 

18.92

43.76

4.

Ranbir Basmati

6.24

0.35

0.20

5.

RR-564

1.44

105.00

27.78

6.

Pusa Bamati No.1

14.16 

16.32

--

7.

Basmati 2511

--

19.68

--

506.76

955.85

345.92



	Major Problem:-  
	Basmati crop suffer heavily due to crop lodging during the maturity stage of the crop. In order  to cope-up with this problem the farmer are advised to go for lopping of the crop half of the total height 45  day after transplanting

	Future scope:-
	Basmati Crop can be grown organically due to its very less requirement of chemical fertilizer. Use  of vermi compost in this respect has proved highly suitable however, standardization  of package of practices for growing Basmati organically will take  its time .  



	Production Recommendations:-


	I. Timely sowing of Nursery crop (mid June to end of June)

II. Well  nourished seedlings should be used for transplanting (5-6 leaf stage) or (25-28 days after sowing) 1-2 healthy seedlings must be trans-planted 3-4 cms deep at 15x20 cms spacing (plant to plant x Row to Row) .A Plant population of 33 hills/sq mt. Should be maintained. 



	Scope and Prospects
	Basmati Rice is suited for cultivation in Sub-Tropical parts of Jammu, Samba, &Kathua District of the State. Presently an area of 0.85 lacs is under Rice Cultivation in all the three districts of the state, including both coarse as well as fine rice varieties  the area under Basmati can be increased further by about 25% by replacement of coarse varieties  which  comes around to 50 Thousand hac. 
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